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THE EFFECT OF PRESSURE ON THE YOUNG'S MODULUS OF CERTAIN METALS*
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Investigation of the effect of high pressure on
the variation in Young’s modulus of various mater-
ials is not only of interest theoretically in defining
more closely our theories concerning bonding forces
in a material, it is also of great practical value, es-
pecially for certain fields of contemporary geophy-
sics.

Hitherto no direct measurements have been made
under pressure of Young’s modulus as this presents
technical difficulties [1]. The attention of investi-
gators has thus been in the main directed towards
studying the shear modulus. The variation with pres-
sure in the shear modulus of metals was first studi-
ed using the static method by Bridgman [2], and a
little later using the dynamic method [(3-5].

In order to measure the change with pressure in
Young’s modulus E we designed and built special
high-pressure equipment (up to 5,000 kg/cm? hydro-
static pressure, by means of which the pressuce
coefficient of Young’s modulus could be measured
directly using the static method. The principle of
operation of the equipment is the variation in the
rigidity of cantilevered test beam on the applica-
tion of hydrostatic pressure. The rigidity was mea-
sured from the change in the angle of inclination of
the test beam from the angle through which the high-
pressure chamber must be turned in order to restore
the initial deflexion of the test beam. Then for a
constant deflexion of the beam the bending mom-
ment is directly proportional to the angle of rotation
of the chamber. A detailed description of the equip-
ment will be given in a later article.

The variation in Young’s modulus with pressure
was studied for metals (electrotechnical aluminium
and copper with 0.05 — 0.15 per cent impurity con-
tents, and medium-carben 50 steel) of which the
variation with pressure in the shear modulus G and
the bulk modulus K were known from experiments.
The test specimens were made in small batches of
5 — 6 units and were annealed at appropriate tem-
peratures with subsequent slow cooling wita the
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furnace.. The medium selected to convey high pres=
sure to the specimen was a mixture of kerosine and
transformer oil, the compressibility of which was
also determined using the equipment.

The results of the experiments into the direct mea-
surement of the coefficient of Young's modulus up to
4000 kg/cm? at room temperature are given in Table
1. The experimental

1 dE
E, dp

values given are mean values of separate measure-
ments made on three specimens. The measurements
were made at 100 kg/cm? intervals both on increase
and decrease in pressure. The maximum deviation of
the measurements of the pressure coefficient of
Young's modulus according to scatter of the experi-
mental points was 10 per cent at a pressure of 4000
kg/cm?, that is no more than 0.5 per cent of the
Young’s modulus itself.

The experimental data concerning the variation
in the coefficient of Young's modulus with pressure
obtained by means of direct measurement may be
compared with calculated values of

employing for this purpose experimental data avail-
able in the literature concerning the change with
pressure of the bulk modulus K and the shear modu-
lus G, and the well-known relationship between the
elastic constants of an isotropic solid:

E _9%G
T 3K+G ' 1)

that is valid in the case of small deformations (i.e.
for not very large pressure intervals ot for materials
of low compressibility).




